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The   United 
Farmers   of   Alberta 


A  voluntary  democratic  organization  of  Al- 
berta farmers  for  the  advancement  of  all  the 
interests  of  all  the  farm  population  of  the  pro- 
vince. An  organization  which  stands  for 
sympathetic  and  practical  co-operation  with  all 
who  believe  in  economic  justice,  in  the 
worth  of  democracy  and  in  the  possibility  of 
human   betterment. 

An  Association  which  by  this  leaflet  here  and 
now  invites  you  into  the  service  of   true  dem- 
ocracy, by  a  brief  reference  to  its  principles, 
a   concise   statement   of   what   it  has   done   in 
past  years,  and  an  expression  or  what  it  hopes 
to  accomplish  in  the  future. 
Central  Office: 
214-224   Lougheed   Building, 
Calgary. 

President  -       -       H.  W.  WOOD,  Calgary 

1st   Vice-Pres.         -  P.   BAKER,   Ponoka 

2nd  Vice-Pres.  -  W.  D.  TREGO,  Gleichen 
3rd  Vice-Pres.  -  J.  W.  LEEDY,  Whitecourt 
4th  Vice-Pres.       -       RICE  SHEPPARD, 

[South  Edmonton 
Sec.-Treas.        -        H.    HIGGINBOTHAM, 

[Calgary 
The  Executive  consists  of  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents,  together  with  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Parlby,  Alix;  President  of  the  United  Farm 
Women   of  Alberta. 

DIRECTORS: 

H.   E.   Spencer,   Edgerton      Jos.  Stauffer,  Olds 
W.  P.  Bredin,  Bredin  P.O.     Wm.  Lowe,  Dog  Pound 
C.   W.   Carroll,  Leduc  G.   A.   Forster,   Nateby 

F.  W.  Smith,  Sedgewick        S.   S.   Sears,   Nanton 
Chas.    H.    Harris,    Oyen         T.   O.   King,   Raymond 
U.F.W.A.: 
Mrs.    J.   F.    Ross,   Duhamel 
Miss    M.    W.    Spiller,    Calgary. 


WHY   SHOULD  I   JOIN  THE   U.F.A.? 

You  are  right  to  ask  and  we  gladly  answer. 
The  advantage  is  that  you  come  into  touch 
with  an  organized  body  which  has  been  think- 
ing the  farmers'  thoughts  and  fighting  the 
farmers'  battles  for  over  a  dozen  years.  It 
offers  you  the  opportunity  of  joining  a  well 
established  farmers'  organization  in  order 
that  you  may  become  a  factor  in  the 
work  it  shall  do  in  future.  It  wants  you  to 
share  the  better  life  it  is  seeking  for  all  our 
people  in  the  assurance  that  you  would  prefer 
to  be  one  of  those  through  whose  loyal 
and  patient  efforts  happier  conditions  have 
been  secured. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  fight  is  little  more 
than  begun.  Privileged  interests,  manufactur- 
ing, transportation  and  financial  corporations 
are  organized  more  completely  than  ever,  and 
their  object  is  as  it  has  long  been  to  enlarge 
their  dividends  by  snatching  out  of  the  farm- 
ers' hands  a  large  proportion  of  the  products 
secured  by  his  industry.  We  are  very  far 
yet  from  having  adequate  representation  in 
the  government  of  the  nation  and  in  the  de- 
termination of  the  economic  conditions  under 
which  agriculture  as  well  as  other  industries 
must  be  carried  on.  We  want  you  to  strength- 
en our  hands. 

In  general,  the  Association  bases  its  hope  for 
success  upon  the  four  general  methods — Or- 
ganization, Education,  Co-operation  and  Leg- 
islation, setting  itself  to  attain  through  these 
a  better  life  for  our  farm  people. 

Individually  you  can  accomplish  little  in  the 
fight  for  better  conditions  and  for  the  secur- 
ing of  a  just  return  for  the  fruits  of  your 
labor  and  industry.  The  financial  saving  to 
every  Alberta  farmer  every  year  owing  to  the 
existence  of  the  U.F.A.  is  many  times  the 
amount  of  the  nominal  memDership  fee.  The 
moral,  social  and  political  benefits  cannot  be 
estimated  in  dollars  and  cents,  but  are  still 
more   important. 


WHAT  THE  U.F.A.  HAS  DONE 

1 — Shown  that  farmers  can  co-operate  con- 
tinuously and  effectively. 

2 — Helped  to  create  a  community  conscious- 
ness and  to  establish  the  spirit  of  true 
democracy  in  many  districts. 

3 — Been  to  thousands  a  means  of  education 
along  economic  and  social  lines. 

4 — Established  The  Guide,  the  best  western 
weekly  with  40,000  subscribers. 

5 — Originated  the  United  Grain  Growers 
Limited,  the  world's  biggest  farmers' 
company. 

6 — Stimulated  co-operative  dealing,  thus 
saving  and  making  locally  many  thous- 
ands of  dollars. 

7 — Secured  a  special  freight  rate  on  seed 
grain,  saving  for  farmers  many  thousands 
annually. 

8 — Secured  the  railway  loading  platforms  and 
the  right  to  have  cars  allotted  in  turn  as 
ordered. 

9 — Been  a  main  factor  in  securing  the  pre- 
sent status  in  regard  to  direct  legisla- 
tion, prohibition,  co-operative  associations, 
woman  suffrage  and  rural  credits. 

10 — Originated  the  Canadian  Council  of  Ag- 
riculture which  now  represents  almost 
completely  the  farmers  of  Canada. 

11 — Conducted  for  years  the  "farmers'  parlia- 
ment," the  largest  deliberative  body  in 
the  province. 

12 — Trained  thousands  of  U.F.A.  workers  for 
public  service. 

13 — Done  something  to  win  men  from  party 
prejudice  to  more  independent  modes  of 
thinking. 

14 — Won  respectful  recognition  among  organ- 
ized interests  and  better  chance  for  a 
square  deal. 

15__Helped  to  create  the  hearty  democratic 
spirit  of  the  West,  one  of  the  greatest  as- 
sets in  Canadian  public  life  today. 


WHAT   THE    U.F.A.   AIMS   TO    DO 

1 — Extend  its  membership  to  include  YOU. 
if  you  are  not  already  enrolled. 

2 — Extend  its  organization  so  that  it  will 
still  more  completely  represent  the  farm 
population   of  Alberta. 

3 — Promote  a  healthy  community  spirit. 

4 — Stimulate  the  young  especially  to  con- 
sciousness or  responsibility  for  service. 

5— Raise  the  status  of  the  country  home  life 
over  the  province  to  "fully  modern.,, 

6— Promote  the  practice  of  co-operation  so 
that  distribution  of  the  ordinary  commodi- 
ties may  be  effected    more    economically. 

7 — Seek  better  state  education  for  country 
living,  bringing  an  agricultural  educatior. 
within  the  reach  of  all  our  rural  youth. 

8— Help  make  the  next  generation  rural  Can- 
adians fit  to  hold  their  own  with  all 
others,  socially,  commercially  and  politic- 
ally. 

9— Secure  practical  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Farmers'  Platform,  abolish- 
ing tariff  injustice  and  securing  revenue 
by  more  equitable  methods. 

10 — Oppose  class  domination  socially,  econo- 
mically and   politically. 

11 — Develop  public  spirit  and  public  conscience 
in  regard  to  municipal,  provincial  and 
national  interests. 

12— Promote  the  establishment  of  public  lib- 
raries and  reading  rooms. 

13 — Establish  sympathetic  co-operation  for 
community  welfare  between  individuals 
and  among  local  groups  and  organizations, 
that  they  may  "work  together  for  gooa. 

14 — Assist  in  promoting  the  study  of  econo- 
mics as  a  necessary  part  of  a  citizen's 
preparation  for  life. 

15 — Lend  its  support  and  co-operation  as  op- 
portunity offers  to  every  good  cause. 
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The  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta 


The  U.F.A.  was  organized  in  Jan- 
uary, 1909,  and  was  an  amalgamation 
of  the  old  Canadian  Society  of  Equity 
and  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Association. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  its 
existence  the  U.F.A,  consisted  of  122 
local  unions  and  a  membership  of 
slightly  over  2,000  men.  The  growth 
from  that  time  has  been  steady  from 
year  to  year  until  in  the  year  1917 
just  closed  the  membership  was  nearly 
17,000  men  and  in  addition  the  Wo- 
men's Section  or  U.F.W.A.  showed  80 
locals  wit?i  a  membership  of  over  1,000 
women. 

A  steady  growth  like  this  means 
solid  worth  behind  it.  Are  you  a 
member?  If  not,  let  us  show  you 
that  we  have  something  to  offer  you 
that  is  worth  your  membership  fee. 

Write  for  information  and  help  us 
to  co-operate. 

Address  Your  Letters 

General  Secretary, 

United    Farmers   of   Alberta 

Lougheed  Building 
CALGARY  -  ALBERTA 


